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♻️ Recycling Update – North Kawartha & Emterra Guidelines 
 
🙏 Thank You! 
 
Many of you are sorting recyclables correctly—thank you! We know it can be frustrating 
to see mistakes or to receive repeated reminders. This update is prepared using 
guidelines from the Township of North Kawartha and our contractor, Emterra, to make 
things clearer and easier for everyone. Please help by sharing these guidelines with 
family and guests so everyone knows how to recycle properly. 
 
📝 Recycling Rules Can Be Different Everywhere​
​
Many of our non-permanent residents and their guests come from different 
municipalities. Every community has its own recycling system. However, what works in 
the GTA or another township may not work in North Kawartha.​
​
Our bins follow the North Kawartha / Emterra Two Stream Recycling System which is 
not always intuitive. Please take a moment to double-check before tossing items into 
the recycling bins. If you are or have been used to a single blue bin or different rules 
elsewhere, this may feel like a change and more work — but following the local system 
is the only way to ensure pickup. 
Please help by sharing these guidelines with family/guests/renters. 
—————————————————————————————— 
🗂 Two-Stream Recycling System 
North Kawartha uses a dual blue bin system:​
• One bin for Fibres (paper, cardboard)​
• One bin for Containers (plastic, metal, glass, cartons)​
​
Mixed or wrongly sorted items can lead to the contractor refusing collection. 
🧼 Clean, Dry, and Loose 
All recyclables must be empty, clean, dry, and loose:​
• Rinse containers​
• No plastic bags—items must be placed loose in the bin 
📦 Cardboard Bundling 
Flatten and bundle cardboard (max 75 cm × 75 cm × 20 cm), or stack it loosely beside 
the bin if it doesn’t fit inside. 
 
🚫 Mistakes to Avoid 
❌ Plastic bags of mixed recycling in bins 
❌ Paper plates, tissues or paper towel 



❌ Mixing fibres and containers – e.g., bottles in the paper bin. 
 
⚠️  When a bin is contaminated, the contractor may refuse pickup. That means:​
- Neighbours having to sort recyclables and clean up someone else’s mistake. 
- Overflowing bins until the next collection. 
 
✅ Quick Sorting Guide: 
 
📄 Fibres (Paper & Cardboard): 
• Newspapers, magazines, office paper 
• Flattened boxes, cereal cartons, cardboard egg cartons 
 
🥫 Containers (Plastic, Metal & Glass): 
• Plastic bottles & tubs 
• Aluminum & tin cans 
• Glass bottles & jars (rinsed) 
• Drink cartons & juice boxes 
 
🚫 Not Accepted in Either Bin: 
• Used tissues, paper towel 
• Styrofoam 
• Food waste 
• Greasy cardboard 
 
📌 What You Can Do 
• Remind family & guests. 
• Take a few extra seconds to check eligibility of items before tossing. 
• Separate items before going to the bin to avoid mistakes while sorting at the bin. 
• If it’s an option, consider returning recyclables to your home municipality where local 
rules may be more familiar (some of our owners already do this out of concern for 
keeping our bins compliant.) 
 
🌟 Community Goal 
🚛Let’s aim for zero refused pickups this autumn. Last year, we had several. Together, 
we can avoid rejection and keep our bin emptying running smoothly. 
—————————————————————————————— 
 



 
 
 



 


